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What is Obsidian?

Obsidian1 is a free note-taking software which has the following features:

notes are in Markdown2 format
possibility to link notes together
useful plugins3

well documented4

1Obsidian is a registered trademark of DYNALIST INC.
2Markdown: https://daringfireball.net/projects/markdown/
3Obsidian Plugins: https://obsidian.md/plugins
4Obsidian Help: https://help.obsidian.md/Obsidian/Index
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Other information

Obsidian

Proprietary software
Cross-platform (Windows, macOS,
Linux, Android, iOS)
Local vault (can be synchronised in a
cloud)
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Let’s move on to practice!

Link to the downloads

https://obsidian.md/download

Portable Linux app (Appimage)
wget https :// github .com/ obsidianmd /obsidian - releases / releases / download /v1 .1.9/

Obsidian -1.1.9. AppImage
chmod +x Obsidian -1.1.9. AppImage
./ Obsidian -1.1.9. AppImage
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Let’s move on to practice!
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Let’s move on to practice!

Picture from:
Obsidian.md
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What is Zotero?

An open-source bibliographic management
software5

cross-platform (Windows, macOS,
Linux, iOS)
online sync features
integrated PDF viewer

free, closed-source, developed by Elsevier6

commercial, closed-source, developed by
Clarivate7

5Zotero is a registered trademark of the Corporation for Digital Scholarship.

6Mendeley is a registered trademark of ELSEVIER LIMITED.
7EndNote is a registered trademark of Clarivate.
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Installation

Link to the downloads

https://www.zotero.org/download/

Linux Ubuntu installation (via Flatpak)
sudo apt install flatpak
flatpak remote -add --if -not - exists flathub \

https :// flathub .org/repo/ flathub . flatpakrepo
flatpak install flathub org. zotero . Zotero
flatpak run org. zotero . Zotero
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User Interface & Adding references by drag-n-dropping a document

Article (Holland et al.
2023):

https://arxiv.org/
abs/2302.02012
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Adding references by importing a document

Article (Holland et al. 2023):
https://arxiv.org/abs/2302.02012
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Adding references by Identifier

DOI: 10.1109/ICECA55336.2022.10009524 (Nkongolo et al. 2022)
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Adding references by the use of Web Browser Extension (Firefox, Chrome, Edge & Safari)

Zotero Connectors:
www.zotero.org/download/connectors

Article (Forte, Andalibi, and Greenstadt
2017):

dl.acm.org/doi/abs/10.1145/2998181.2998273
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Finding a PDF associated with a reference
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Tags & internal search engine

Guillaume Nibert | Note taking and knowledge management with Obsidian.md and Zotero 17/56 |

https://snowpack.eu/
https://www.lip6.fr/
https://www.lincs.fr/


What is Obsidian? What is Zotero? Linking Zotero and Obsidian Other Obsidian plugins Other Zotero extensions Other tools Conclusion References

Collections
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Zotero Sync (optional)

Zotero Sync:
www.zotero.org/user/register
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Zotero Sync (optional)

Guillaume Nibert | Note taking and knowledge management with Obsidian.md and Zotero 20/56 |

https://snowpack.eu/
https://www.lip6.fr/
https://www.lincs.fr/


What is Obsidian? What is Zotero? Linking Zotero and Obsidian Other Obsidian plugins Other Zotero extensions Other tools Conclusion References

Zotero Sync (optional)
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Setting up Zotero
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Zotero Extension: Better BibTeX; the connection with Obsidian is coming...

Better BibTex

https://retorque.re/zotero-better-bibtex/

usable by Obsidian.md
generation of citekeys without
problems
UTF-8 Unicode
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Extension: Better BibTeX; the connection with Obsidian is coming...

Download link:
github.com/retorquere/zotero-better-

bibtex/releases/latest
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Extension: Better BibTeX; the connection with Obsidian is coming...
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Export a collection to a BetterBibLaTeX file

Let suppose the file is saved in:
/home /[ username ]/ Documents / references .bib
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Time to go back to Obsidian

Time to go back to Obsidian... and see..
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Obsidian Citation Plugin

Obsidian Citation Plugin

https://github.com/hans/obsidian-citation-plugin

reads Better BibLaTex files (as well as CSL-JSON)
create or open a note based on a reference and a
template : Ctrl + Shift + O
insert a note reference : Ctrl + Shift + E
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Obsidian Citation Plugin: final result
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Obsidian Citation Plugin - Installation: enable Community Plugins
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Obsidian Citation Plugin - Installation: enable Community Plugins
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Obsidian Citation Plugin - Installation: search for the Citation Plugin
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Obsidian Citation Plugin - Enabling the plugin
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Obsidian Citation Plugin - Setting up the plugin
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Obsidian Citation Plugin - Setting up the plugin
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Obsidian Citation Plugin - Creating a literature note template
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Obsidian Citation Plugin - Creating a literature note template

Guillaume Nibert | Note taking and knowledge management with Obsidian.md and Zotero 37/56 |

https://snowpack.eu/
https://www.lip6.fr/
https://www.lincs.fr/


What is Obsidian? What is Zotero? Linking Zotero and Obsidian Other Obsidian plugins Other Zotero extensions Other tools Conclusion References

Obsidian Citation Plugin - Creating a literature note

Create/Open a literature note: Ctrl + Shift + O
Insert a reference to a literature note: Ctrl + Shift + E
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And voilà!
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Some other useful Obsidian plugins
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Some other useful Obsidian plugins

Excalidraw Plugin

github.com/zsviczian/obsidian-
excalidraw-plugin

Easily draw sketches,
diagrams, drawings...

Available on the Community
Plugin Store.
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Some other useful Obsidian plugins

Editing Toolbar Plugin

github.com/cumany/obsidian-
editing-toolbar

Add a Google Docs style
toolbar

Available on the Community
Plugin Store.
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Some other useful Obsidian plugins

Table Enhancer Plugin

github.com/Stardusten/ob-
table-enhancer

WYSIWYG8 Table Editor

Not available on the
Community Plugin Store.

8What you see is what you get.
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Some other useful Obsidian plugins

Manual Installation (on Linux):
mkdir ob -table - enhancer
cd ob -table - enhancer /

wget https :// github .com/ Stardusten /ob -table - enhancer / releases / download /0.5.9/
main.js \

https :// github .com/ Stardusten /ob -table - enhancer / releases / download /0.5.9/
manifest .json \

https :// github .com/ Stardusten /ob -table - enhancer / releases / download /0.5.9/ styles
.css

cd ..
mv ob -table - enhancer / ~/ Documents / ObsidianVault / workshopLincs /. obsidian /

plugins

Source: https://github.com/Stardusten/ob-table-enhancer#how-to-install
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Obsidian: Miscellaneous

Showing metadata in reading view (Show frontmatter):
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Some other useful Zotero extensions
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Some other useful Zotero extensions

Zotero PDF Translate

github.com/windingwind/zotero-pdf-
translate

Translate some selected text into the
language of your choice.
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Some other useful Zotero extensions

Zotfile

zotfile.com

Manage Zotero Data Profile and Zotero
Attachments (PDF renaming among

others9).

9move attachments, extract PDF annotations, synchronisation of PDFs with iPad/Android Tablet...
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Some other useful Zotero extensions

Zotero Citation Counts Manager

github.com/eschnett/zotero-
citationcounts

Retrieves the number of citations10

associated with an article and places it
in an extra metadata field.

10from Crossref, Inspire HEP, NASA/ADS and/or Semantic Scholar
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Other tools (non-exhaustive list)

Google Scholar (academic literature search engine): https://scholar.google.com/
Google Patents (patent search engine): https://patents.google.com/
DBLP (computer science bibliography): https://dblp.org/
IEEE Xplore (database of scientific papers in the fields of computer science, electrical
and electronic engineering): https://ieeexplore.ieee.org/Xplore/home.jsp
ACM Digital Library (database of scientific papers in the fields of computer science
and information technology): https://dl.acm.org/
HAL (open archive, French project): https://hal.science/
Springer Nature (publisher): https://search.springernature.com/
Elsevier (publisher): https://www.elsevier.com/
Zotero Bib (bibliography generator11): https://zbib.org/
...

11from "URL, ISBN, DOI, PMID, arXiv ID, or title"
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Thank you!

Thank you!
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